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Unit 
(1) 


Price per unit 


Amount 
used 
April, 
1919 

(4) 


Amount used 
April, 1919, 

X price 
April, 1916 

(5) 


Ampunt used 

April, 1919, 

X price 

Apnl, 1919 

(6) 


Article 


April, 
1916 

(2) 


AprU, 
1919 
(3) 


Meats and fats: 

Bacon 


Lb. 

Each 
Lb. 

Cwt. 

Lb. 
Gal. 
Lb. 
Gal. 

Sack 
Box 
Gal. 


Dottan 

.22 
.14 
.22 
.08 
.20 
.12 
.17 
.18 
.11 
.09 
.155 
.16 
13.46 

.22 
.65 
.266 

2.165 
.325 

2.00 
.14 


Dollars 

.485 
.22 
.44 
.15 
.30 
.23 
.30 
.48 
.24 
.30 
.293 
.18 
28.00 

.33 
.95 
.31 

4.62 
.65 

4.66 
.31 


Unit 

249 

1847 

484 

259 

50 

70 

2092 

183 

1188 

97 

229 

380 

3.33 

100 

15 
432 
11 
28 
13 
34 


DoUan 

64.78 

268.58 

106.48 

20.72 

10.00 

8.40 

355.64 

32.94 

130.68 

8.73 

35.50 

60,80 

44.82 

22,00 
9.75 
114.48 
23.82 
9.10 
26.00 
4.76 
3,946.88 


DoUan 
120.76 


Beef butts. 


406.34 


Rp^f Ininp , , , , 


212.96 


Beef short ribs 

Calf liver 


38.85 
15.00 


Frankfurters 

Ham 


16.10 
627.60 


Lamb racks 


87.84 


Lard 


285.12 




29.10 




67.10 




68.40 


Veal hinds 


93.24 


Miscellaneous: 

Baking powder 


33.00 
14.25 


Coffee 


133.92 




60.82 


Wt, rock 


18.20 


Soap, laundry 


60.68 
10.64 


Total..... .. . 


6,872.48 







Ratio of total outlay in April, 1919 ($6,872.48), to total outlay in April, 
1916 ($8,946.88) =174.1 per cent. 

Similar data have been prepared by the company for the periods shown 
in the following table: 

Period Increase in vrices 

Jvuie, 1914, to June, 1919 72.3 per cent 

April, 1917, to April, 1919 39.5 " " 

June, 1918, to June, 1919 16.7 " " 

A comparison of these figures with the index for the period AprU, 1916, 
to April, 1919, would indicate that food prices did not rise from the middle 
of 1914 to the middle of 1916. From April, 1916, to April, 1917— the last 
year of our neutrality — prices increased much more rapidly than from April, 
1917, to April, 1919 — ^the two years following our entrance into the war. 

Edmund E. Day. 



TRANSFER OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL'S OFFICE 

The whole administration of the Department of the Registrar-General 
of Births, Deaths, and Marriages, including the administration of the 
census of the population, has been transferred to the Ministry of Health. 
In April, 1918, the British Medical Association issued a pamphlet on the 
Ministry of Health, giving reasons for its establishment as one of the prin- 
cipal departments of state, and recommending this change. In this pam- 
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phlet it was pointed out that one of the main duties of a Ministry of Health 
would be the prosecution of scientific research by the analysis of statistics, 
among other means, and it was observed that the registrar-general's depart- 
ment could easily be transferred directly to the Ministry of Health. 

At that time the registrar-general reported to the president of the Local 
Government Board, through which board responsibility to Parliament was 
maintained; but the registrar-general's office was practically an independent 
government department. The British Medical Association also stated that 
the information which the registrar-general's department was able to supply 
was essential to efficient health administration, both central and local, and 
suggested that the department, on its transfer to the Ministry of Health, 
should take over the preparation of certain statistics such as those furnished 
under the Act for the Notification of Infectious Diseases. 

Dr. Addison has appointed Mr. S. P. Vivian, an assistant secretary in 
the Ministry of Health, to be Deputy Registrar-General of Births, Deaths, 
and Marriages. 

L. I. D. 



A CORRECTION 

I wish to call the attention of the readers of the Quarterly to an error 
in one numeral in Table III of my article on "Is the New Immigration More 
Unskilled than the Old?" which appeared in the June, 1919, issue of the 
Quarterly. This table, which, as stated, was taken from Volume I, page 
174, of the report of the United States Immigration Commission, gives the 
number of skilled laborers from Southwestern Eiu-ope from 1899-1909 in- 
clusive, as 804,920 out of a total immigration from these countries of 
5,939,252. Due to some unaccountable slip in copying, however, the per- 
centage derived from these figures was listed as 16.6 when as a matter of 
fact it should of course have been 13.6. Because of a misunderstanding 
between the editors of the Quarterly, I was not furnished with the proof 
of the article and thug had no opportunity of rechecking the figures and 
catching the mistake. 

I am exceedingly sorry that this error crept into the table. It does not, 
however, vitiate the conclusion drawn; namely, that there is no marked 
difference in the percentage of skilled workmen in the "new" as contrasted 
with the "old" immigration, when these terms are properly defined. With 
the corrected percentage, 13.6 per cent of the total immigrants from South- 
eastern Europe from 1899 to 1909 inclusive, were skilled, whUe only 11.4 
per cent of the total immigration from Northwestern Europe for the period 
1871-82 were skilled. 

Paul H. Douglas. 



